
Appendix C

BLMFL Majorette/Flag 

Festival Rules

Dates and Scheduling:

The BLMFL will set the dates for the cheer and majorette festival by the first meeting in March each year.

The cheer and majorette festival will alternate each year as to which festival will be held first in the season.

When a Boone County league hosts the festival the location will be at Scott High School Athletic Complex.  When a Lincoln County league hosts the festival the location will be at the Lions Club Field at Hamlin.

Squads/Corps/teams will perform in order of C, B, then A at festival.

Registration and Entry Fees:

Registration for both festivals will be at 8:00am.

An entry fee of $50 per squad per league entering the festival will be paid on the first county board meeting in August; this includes opens, ad money, and t-shirt money.  All money due to the host league must be paid for in the form of a check for the total amount due from each league.  Each league should collect the money from their individual squads and write one league check to the host league.

Passes:

Passes issued at the beginning of the season to all coaches will be valid passes for the festivals.

No extra passes will be issued.

Program:
All program information will be due at the first county meeting in August.  This information is submitted to the host league.  The following information is required:

All squad members names including mascots

League positions (Captain, Co-Captain)

Coach and/or assistant coaches name

Sponsor/advisor or League Vice President of Cheerleading name and phone number

The program must include a list of each squad with squad members listed.  It is at the discretion of the host league if they wish to include league photos in the program.

It will be at the discretion of the host league if they will include individual ad pages or just good luck lines.  If individual ad pages are accepted then the following price scale will be used:

Full page - $20

Half page - $10

There will be no ¼ page individual ads

Good Luck Line will be $2 per line

Business ads will be based on the following price scale:

Full page - $40

Half Page - $20

There will be no ¼ page business ads

The program must also include a results page as illustrated at the end of this document.

Score Sheets and Tally:
Each league must have a representative present at the festival to perform the duty of counting and tallying the score sheets.

The counter must report by 9:00 am and will not be allowed to leave the counting tent until the end of all competition and all score sheets have been tallied.  At this point, the counters will be taken by the league president or someone appointed by the league president to an isolated location (press box) and will remain at this location until announcement of winners has taken place.

The counter is not allowed to be a parent of any child who is performing at the festival.

Any league failing to have a representative to perform the duties of counter relinquishes all rights to question the totals on the score sheet.

Any counter caught recording the scores or indicating which league is the winner of any part of the competition can cause the league that they are representing to be disqualified from the competition.

Each league must have a representative present when the score sheets are put in order after the score sheets have been tallied.  This can be the person who has served as the counter.

Open category score sheets will not be at or near the judges table during the festival competition.

After completion of all open categories, the BLMFL Vice President of Majorettes will collect all open category score sheets and place them in a secure location.

There will be separate tents and tables for the judges, counters, and the league presidents. The judges will have separate tables (3) and located at approximately the 50 yard line and the 47 yard lines.

No one, including the photographers, will be allowed to sit under the judges’ tent.

The score sheets will be carried from the judges’ tent to the counters tent by a member of the BLMFL executive board.

Score sheets are to be tallied before the judges and counters have left the field.

Counters must sign off on final score sheets.

A composite sheet will be filled out for each category.

Safety Regulations:

No fire batons.

All batons must have a baton shaft (no swords, rifles, etc.).

Trophies:

The host league will be responsible for attaining all trophies and awards.

1st, 2nd, and 3rd place trophies will be presented to each squad in each category.

Any League that does not place in an event will be awarded a 4th place tie in Military Routine.

Under no circumstances will any child go home with out a trophy.

Trophies will meet the specifications set out in the BLMFL By-Laws.  Examples of chosen trophies should be presented at the first BLMFL meeting in August.

Flag Corps shall have their own trophies in all categories at festival including open categories.

Open Categories:

1st, 2nd and 3rd place trophies will be awarded in all age groups unless there is a tie for second, in which only 1st and 2nd place will be awarded.

Participation fee for each category will be $5 per participant.

Parents are responsible for entry fee into open categories.

Deadline for entry into open categories is the first BLMFL meeting in August.

Payment for open categories is due to the host league in the form of a check payable to the host league for the total amount due from each participating league.

Music and costume selection is at the discretion of each individual participant.

Time limit for all categories will be a maximum of 90 seconds.

Each participant must provide their own CD/Cassette player and someone to play the music.

Any instructor, helper, advisor, sponsor, or parent caught performing the routine on the sidelines with the individual during their performance will cause the individual to be disqualified from that event only.  This rule does not apply to C-Teams or Mascots. This will be monitored by members of the BLMFL executive board.

No protests on open categories.

No team twirler can participate in the open twirler category but may participant in any other category.

Mascots will compete in their own age division in open categories.

In partner categories, participants from different leagues can not compete together.

In partner categories, participants must be in the same age division.

In the open flag category for majorettes, participants may use anything with a flag attached to it.

Flags will have their own open categories, and compete only with flag corps. No majorettes may compete with flags.

Flag open categories will be the same as majorette open categories.

Open categories are as follows:

Open Twirl

Partner Twirl

Open Dance

Partner Dance

Open Flag

Partner Flag

Miss Photogenic (no larger than a 5X7)

The attached sheet should be used by each league to submit their list of participants to the host league.

Miscellaneous Rules:

Helper for A and B Team squads are limited to 2 helpers in the tent area at any given time.

Helpers for C Team squads are at the discretion of each individual coach.

League water coolers are the only allowed coolers.  These coolers can have water only and should be prepared before the festival and brought to the field prepared.  The host league is not responsible for supplying ice or water for league coolers.  No bottled water will be allowed.

No outside food will be allowed on the festival grounds.

There shall be a protest board for the majorette festival.  This board shall consist of league presidents or an appointed league representative.  All complaints shall be referred to your representative (or president) to present the issue to the protest board for ruling.  This board’s purpose is to enforce the majorette rules set forth in the BLMFL By-Laws and all decisions shall be final.

No persons will be allowed to leave the festival grounds for more than 10 minutes without re-paying the entry fee.

Squads will be called to the field by league name.

Order of appearance will be made by drawing numbers at the first BLMFL meeting in July.

Any instructor, helper, advisor, sponsor, or parent caught performing the routine on the sidelines with the squad during their performance will cause the squad to be disqualified from that event only.  This rule does not apply to C Teams.  This will be monitored by members of the BLMFL executive board.

For C teams only ----If the team twirler can not perform in their numbered spot, they will be allowed to perform at the end of their divisions’ competition.

In the event of cold weather, squads may choose to add turtlenecks, jackets and/or sweatpants.

In the event of rain, the Majorette Festival will be rescheduled to following week and approved by the BLMFL Board of Directors.

Judges:

There will be a total of 3 majorette judges with knowledge of flag corps.

The BLMFL Vice President of Majorettes will be responsible for obtaining the judges for the festival.

Judges should be secure by the first meeting in August of the BLMFL.

The BLMFL Board will vote on the judges.

The BLMFL Vice President of Majorettes will be responsible for all score sheets.

Each league will be assessed a $50 fee in addition to the entry fee of the festival.  This fee is payable to the BLMFL and will be used to supplement the cost of judges.  The BLMFL County Treasurer will remit payment of the host league in the sum of $500, money received from each league along with the BLMFL contribution.

The host league will be responsible for providing food and drinks to all judges and counters for the duration of the festival.

The host league must provide runners to take food and drink orders and deliver the food back to the tents for the duration of the festival.

Food and drinks must not be delivered to the judges table or the counters table during any performance by any squad.

All score sheets for each squad must be passed to the tally table before the next squad enters the field.

Each judge must sign or initial each score sheet.

Competition Rules:
Music for the military routine will be left up to the discretion of the Sponsor/Advisor.

Any squad found in violation of having inappropriate music will receive an automatic deduction of points.

All majorettes must wear some form of majorette boots (except the twirler if she chooses to her twirling outfit for downfield/military) during downfield and military festival competition.

Ropes, tassels or braids may be worn on boots or tennis shoes.

If a participant drops a baton ½ point will be deducted from the team score from each judge.  The baton may be picked up during the routine without any additional points deducted for the pickup.

The judges will be told to take weather into consideration for points be deducted.

Downfield Marching Rules as follows:

Time limit ninety (90) seconds maximum.

Squads have the option to mark off members before the music starts and therefore, the clock will not be started until the music starts as previously stated.

A & B squads using a second baton have the option of placing their own second baton prior to the downfield march or bring it downfield with them. Coaches are not permitted to place the baton.  However, C-team squad batons may be placed by the coach.

May only perform downfield marching & military with batons. (No rifles, swords, etc.).

No Gymnastics or Stunts.

Entrance onto the field, Rules as follows:

Downfield marching/Military comes onto the field from the left of the judges anywhere between the 10 & 20 yard lines.

C team squads must march 10 yards in a straight line together side-by-side before breaking off into formation.

A & B squads must march 20 yards in a straight line together side-by-side before breaking off into formation. 

One girl may not compete as a squad. She must compete as team twirler and in 3 open categories.  The league will be responsible for paying the open category fees.

Military and Originality, Rules as follows:

Minimum of 2 minutes and maximum of 4 minutes.  Ten (10) points will be deducted from each judge’s score sheet if the routine does not meet these time limits.

During military routine, each member of the squad may wear their hair anyway desired but must be away from the face.

No jewelry or makeup is to be worn during the military routine.

During originality routine, each member of the squad may wear their hair anyway desired.

Jewelry and makeup is permitted in the originality.

Judging starts when the music begins and ends when the music stops.

Parents and helpers may carry the props on and off the field. They may also support the props for safety purposes only. However, parents and helpers are not permitted to help in any other way or talk to the girls once the music starts.

All electrical devices and fire ignited equipment should be operated by an adult only, regardless of age division (ex. battery or generator and smoke bombs).  This will be the only other adult assistance that will be allowed.  A squad will be disqualified for disobeying these adult assistance rules.

Any electric used must be from a battery.

There is NO gymnastics in the Military Routine. Gymnastics are permitted in the Originality Routine.


     Twirler Rules, as follows;

Must enter the field from across the 50-yard line in front of the judges.

May wear any outfit that she wishes.

Footwear is left up to the discretion of the coach.

May not use any device to secure baton, such as rubber bands. The only thing permitted on the batons will be grip tape and decorative baton tape.

Hair must be away from face.

Routine time is a minimum of 2 minutes and maximum of 4 minutes.  If twirler drops baton, ½ point will be deducted for each drop on each judges score sheet (bad weather will be taken into consideration).

No jewelry permitted.

May use any type of twirling device except fire batons. (Examples; streamers, swords, rifles, flag batons, light stick batons, and hoop batons.)

If twirler does not have a military uniform in the military routine, any color twirling uniform will be permitted.

Flag Competition Rules:

Flag corps will compete in 3 categories at festival, they are as follows:

Field Entrance

Flag Military

Originality

Field entrance will be 90 seconds.

Enter from the left side of the field.

Flag military routine will be 2 minutes minimum and 4 minutes maximum.

Flags are the only prop that may be used.

Flag Dance/Originality rules are the same as the majorette rules.

Originality routine will be minimum of 2 minutes and maximum of 4 minutes.

Judging begins when music starts and ends when music stops.

Flag corps will perform after majorette military routines.
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 Majorette Festival Registration Form

League Name:

Division:

	Name of Participant
	Open Twirl
	Open Dance
	Open 

Flag
	Open Partner

Flag


	Open Partner Twirl
	Open Partner 

Dance
	Miss

Photogenic
	Total Due 

$5.00 per 
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*Denote Mascots with an asterisk.
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